
L.A. jail tests 'intolerable heat' beam on 

brawling inmates

An L.A. county jail will be testing the Assault Intervention Device.
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Officials at a Los Angeles County jail plan to test out an invisible heat-beam weapon 
originally developed by the military as a way to subdue brawling inmates by making 
them feel "intolerable heat."

The technology, called an Assault Intervention Device, is a non lethal-weapon devel-
oped by Raytheon Company. It originally was scaled down for use at the jail.

The device "emits a focused beam of wave energy that travels at the speed of light and 
produces an intolerable heating sensation that causes targeted individuals to flee. The 
sensation immediately ceases when the targeted individual moves away from the 
beam," according to Raytheon's website.

Deputies have tested the device, which is controlled by a jail officer using a joystick.

http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2010/08/24/l-a-jail-tests-intolerable-heat-beam-on-brawling-inmates/?hpt=Sbin



"We believe that technology can help solve problems facing the corrections community, 
including addressing issues of inmate violence," Sheriff Lee Baca said during a news 
conference. "The Assault Intervention Device appears uniquely suited to address some 
of the more difficult inmate violence issues without the drawbacks of tools currently 
available to us."

"This device will allow us to quickly intervene without having to enter the area and with-
out incapacitating or injuring either combatant," Baca added.

Officials say they hope the device can help quell inmate assaults and reduce prison vio-
lence. Its use will be monitored by the U.S. Department of Justice's National Institute of 
Justice and Pennsylvania State University.

The device was installed and is being tested at Pitchess Detention Center at the L.A. 
County jail in Castaic, California.

That jail was the site of a 200-inmate brawl this weekend in which inmates threw rocks 
and debris at officers, who were attempting to stop them from entering a restricted area, 
according to CNN affiliate KTLA.

KTLA reported the brawl lasted for an hour before tear gas and non-lethal weapons 
were used. CNN is awaiting comment on whether the new Assault Intervention Device 
was employed during the brawl.
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