Queens girl Alexa Gonzalez hauled out of school in handcuffs after getting caught doodling on desk

Autos

Real Estate

Jobs

Classifieds

Shop

Contests

Place an Ad

2/25/10 2:11 AM

DailyNewsPix

More NYDN:

NYDN Home

Feeds

Services

Delivery

Weather in NYC
38°F Forecast Traffic
Thursday, February 25, 2010
News

Sports

Local

Education

Article

Gossip

Entertainment

NY Events

Local

Opinion

Lifestyle

Travel

Money

Tech

Topics

Photos

Queens girl Alexa Gonzalez hauled out of school in

Comments (290)

Email

Print

RSS

Blogs
Login Register

Share

Queens girl Alexa Gonzalez hauled out
of school in handcuffs after getting
caught doodling on desk
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Thursday, February 4th 2010, 11:57 PM

A 12-year-old Queens girl was hauled out
of school in handcuffs for an artless offense
- doodling her name on her desk in
erasable marker, the Daily News has
learned.

EDITORS' PICKS

Alexa Gonzalez was scribbling a few words
on her desk Monday while waiting for her
Spanish teacher to pass out homework at
Junior High School 190 in Forest Hills, she
said.

Gov. Paterson suspends top
aide Johnson
Gov asks potential foe Cuomo to
probe state police conduct as
well.

"I love my friends Abby and Faith," the girl
wrote, adding the phrases "Lex was here.
2/1/10" and a smiley face.

DON'T Pay For White
Teeth
Austin Mom discovers
one simple trick to turn
yellow teeth white from
home for under $5

Oy vey! Fake Hasidic Jews
hired to pull heist: cops

But instead of simply cleaning off the
doodles after class, Alexa landed in some
adult-sized trouble for using her lime-green
magic marker.

Insurance scam was allegedly
scene ripped from "Snatch."

She was led out of school in cuffs and
walked to the precinct across the street,
where she was detained for several hours,
she and her mother said.

Zazi subway plot involved
multiple suicide bombers

Pace for News
"I started crying, like, a lot," said Alexa. "I
made two little doodles. ... It could be easily Alexa Gonzalez, a student Junior High School
190 in Forest Hills, Queens, was handcuffed
erased. To put handcuffs on me is
and detained at police precinct for doodling on
unnecessary." Alexa, who had a stellar
her desk with erasable marker.
attendance record, hasn't been back to
school since, adding, "I just thought I'd get
a detention. I thought maybe I would have
TAKE OUR POLL
to clean [the desk]."

"She's been throwing up," said her mom,
Moraima Camacho, 49, an accountant, who
lives with her daughter in Kew Gardens.
"The whole situation has been a nightmare."

Video

Doodling in school
What kind of punishment should a
student get for doodling on a desk at
school?

City officials acknowledged Alexa's arrest
was a mistake.

A warning, with a second offense
resulting in a stiffer penalty.

"We're looking at the facts," said City
Education Department spokesman David
Cantor. "Based on what we've seen so far,
this shouldn't have happened."

The student should be forced to
clean it up, but that's all.
Detention for a week.

Has flipped on two high school
friends, who now face more
charges.
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"Even when we're asked to make an arrest,
common sense should prevail, and
discretion used in deciding whether an
arrest or handcuffs are really necessary,"
said police spokesman Paul Browne.

Suspension for a week.
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beautiful, says Rourke.
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Expulsion.
The student should be handcuffed
and arrested.

Alexa is the latest in a string of city students
VOTE
who have been cuffed for minor infractions.
In 2007, 13-year-old Chelsea Fraser was
placed under arrest for writing "okay" on her
RELATED NEWS
desk at Intermediate School 201. And in
2008, 5-year-old Dennis Rivera was cuffed
ARTICLES
and sent to a psych ward after throwing a
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in Philly
A class action lawsuit was filed by the New
Pennsylvania school officials spied
York Civil Liberties Union last month
on students with laptop webcams:
against the city for using "excessive force"
lawsuit
in middle school and high schools. A 12Two teens shot at Denver middle
year-old sixth-grader, identified in the
school 3 miles from Columbine HS
lawsuit as M.M., was arrested in March
New Met Bay skates through first day
2009 for doodling on her desk at the Hunts
Klein: Let charter schools flourish
Point School.
Alexa is still suspended from her school,
her mother said. She and her mom went to
family court on Tuesday, where Alexa was
assigned eight hours of community service,
a book report and an essay on what she
learned from the experience.
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"I definitely learned not to ever draw on a desk," said Alexa. "They told me with a pencil
this could still happen."
rmonahan@nydailynews.com
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4:17:58 AM This is obscene because all the examples, this article provided, where
Feb 9, 2010 other children were arrested in school indicate that all the children
were minorities. Teachers need to be psychologically tested for racism
before they are allowed work in public schools. Teachers are with
these children, during the school year, more than their parents are,
and the children should not be subjected to racist attitudes coming
from their teachers. No wonder so many minority children suffer from
low self-esteem and anxieties.
Report Offensive Post

Three added to city's list of failing schools, seven
removed
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flyromeo3
7:12:44 AM purpledog1001: Racist thinking = racist person?
Feb 9, 2010

2/25/10 2:11 AM

Report Offensive Post

ddog
8:53:27 AM If she were told to remove the grafitti and said no then what ! they can
Feb 9, 2010 not make her and like i said before you can not let staff or children use
toxic cleaners during school hours .its ok for us to breath in that
garbage after they are home and safe why should we have to risk this
health hazzard so she can doodle.And the best part is on open house
when the parents come in and say this school is discusting the
bathrooms are horrible why dont they remove all that grafitti.
BECAUSE ON SOME SURFACES NOTHING WORKS ESPECIALLY
IF ITS POROUS OR CARVED IN.DONT THEY RELIZE IT IS THERE
KIDS DOING THIS.
Report Offensive Post

Suzume Japan

3. Abraham Lincoln's New York minutes that
changed the course of history
4. Yankees fans lose another battle in fight to save
Gate 2
5. Firefighters rescue families living above Ryan
Maguire's Ale House from raging blaze
6. Underground parties land Nolita club Kenmare
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8. Columbia Law School student, Julia Neyman, to
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9:06:04 AM
>She's Hispanic - Not white. The police officers and school wanted to
Feb 12, 2010 make an example out of her. If it is right, and I think it's true, is this
article accurate? Many of the comments point the police arrested the
12 year-old-girl and it is wrong. And this article can be read even in
Japan, and we also think the police is wrong. But the main point of this
article is not arrestment. I think the article leads to a misunderstanding
if the background of problems is true.
Report Offensive Post

toughen-up
10:16:16 AM Our schools are degenerating into nazi concentration camps.
Feb 18, 2010 Mandated reporters, zero tolerance policies, cops arresting children for
doodling. Only those who cower and obey will be rewarded. The
perfect argument for home school. Get these sick agendas out of our
schools. Give our children agenda-free education or we will tear you
down.
Report Offensive Post

lupecita37
10:20:48 AM The way to stop this is to act now. Call the NYC Dept of Education,
Feb 18, 2010 212-374-5141 or 212) 374-6807 the Mayor and JHS 190 at 718-8304970 now and demand a change. The only ones with power right now
are the Teachers' Union. NYC students and parents have no voice.
There is no working PTA in NYC to represent our kids. This is what
happens when we are all complicit and allow the Mayor complete
control of the schools. Did you know a 5 year old child in the Bronx
was arrested for a tantrum. He was probably autistic or had ADHD, by
the way this is what happens to autistic kids in NYC, no services are
given, the police and paramedics are called, the Principal manipulates
the parents into making you feel like outcasts because your child
needs a special teacher and you have no one to help you. If you have
7K you can hire a lawyer but for what, you end up putting your child in
a restrictive self contained school where your child will never leave or
have a normal childhood. If your child has any spe
Report Offensive Post
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7:27:42 PM
Racism? Absolutely…NOT! This is the result of inane ‘zero tolerance’
Feb 18, 2010 guidelines that have been put in place. The ability to discriminate, in
either the positive and negative sense, has been taken from teachers
and administrators. Why were these policies put in place? For years,
incidents in which some under-achieving, protected minority was
disciplined was met with cries of “Racism!” or “Unfair!” Under ‘Zero
tolerance’ ALL are treated the same – the use of judgment (a synonym
for discrimination) has been outlawed. Sorry, Alexa, you probably ARE
a good kid, but you need to register your complaint with the people
who brought this idiocy to your classroom: NAACP, Jesse Jackson,
and Al Sharpton and their fellow travelers.
Report Offensive Post

ela112299
10:24:35 PM I'm 12 and I strongly dissagree with something as dumb as this. It's
Feb 20, 2010 doodling on a desk. Yes it's vandalism, but it can be erased really
easily.Why does the school board and NYPD even bother with
something like this when they can be out in the Bronx and other places
arresting people for REAL crimes!? I think if someone doodles on a
desk they should be told to clean it and write a paper saying what they
did wrong, but I think ARRESTING her is way, way to severe. These
people are out of their minds.
Report Offensive Post

Ajaykumar
11:00:56 AM Hi, I personally feel the punishent went too far. The kid should have
Feb 21, 2010 been given 'school punisment'. Think of the psycological impact this
kind of punishent has on kids.
Report Offensive Post

ANDYPETTITEISGREAT
1:34:15 AM
I will tell you who is really at fault in this ridiculous episode. It is not the
Feb 23, 2010 teacher nor the police officer who arrested this youngster. Nor is it
even Mayor Bloomberg and Chancellor Klein whose zero tolerance
policies caused her to be arrested. No, not at all. The person
responsible is not one person. It is EVERY MORON VOTER WHO
VOTED FOR MIKE BLOOMBERG FOR MAYOR.
Report Offensive Post
Click Here to see all comments or to Report Abuse
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